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A CORRECTION AND REFLECTION 

R/ Dr. Curt Proskauer has corrected the somewhat rash charac- 
terization of Nydolf Virchow as a Bavarian biologist. He has 
pointed out that Virchow was born in Pomerania and lived in 
Berlin at the time he wrote his famous Cellular Pathology. 

It was in the Bavarian city of Wurzburg that Virchow, according 
to his biographer, first conceived the idea at the basis of 


his outstanding biological theory. This is hardly enough to 
justify calling him a Bavarian. 


The error raises an interesting question with regard to the 
most significant way of locating any historical personage 
geographically and chronologically. Conventionally, per- 
sonages are oriented by the dates of their birth and death, 
although it is obvious that the terminal dates of a man's 
life are likely to be the least productive. On this basis, 
for instance, Prinz, in his Dental Chronology, places Dr. G. 
V. Black at the year of his birth, 1836, at a time earlier 
than all the important developments of dentistry which oc- 
curred during his lifetime and with which he was associated-- 
before the discovery of nitrous oxide anesthesia, before the 
use of vulcanite for denture bases, and before the use of 
cohesive gold foil to which he contributed so much. 


Villoughby D. Miller was claimed both by America and Germany. 
This country claimed him because he was born here and had his 
dental education at the University of Michigan. Germany 
claimed him because he did his important work on the etiology 
of caries in that country and wrote most of his contributions 
to the literature originally in the German language. 


It is a serious question to which every historian must find 
an answer when and where persons and developments in an 
historical account are to be most significantly located. 


DENVER DENTAL ASSOCIATION CELEBRATION 

2/ The Denver Dental Association commemmorated she 50th 
anniversary of its annual mid-winter program January 6-8. 
This year also marks the 60th anniversary of the establish- 
ment of the organization. 


Three Denver organizations preceded the Denver Dental Associ- 
ation. An organization called the Rocky Mountain Dental 
Soclety was organized in Denver probably in the early 1870's, 
The Denver Dental Club was founded September 22, 1893. A 


_ 


third society known as the Denver Dental Society also existed, 
but no record of its history 1s available. The Denver Dental 
Club and Denver Dental Society combined to form the Denver 
Dental Association September 20, 1957. 


The information above was derived from a typescript entitled 
A_History of Dental Conditions in Coloredo Compiled by the 
History Committee Colorado Stete Dental Association. 


DENTAL CONDITIONS Of MLEDEIVAL MAN 

I/ An excellent article on the dental conditions of persons 
living in the late Middle Ages by Rainer Zuhrt appeared in 
Deutsche Zahn-, Mund- und Kieferheslkunde, 25:1-2l, Nos. 1-2 
under the title "“Stomatologische Untersuchunren an spitmit- 
telalterlichen Funden von Keckahn (12.-l). Jh.)." The article 
is divided into two parts, one dealing with caries and its 
sequelae, and the other with periodontal conditions and mal- 
positions of toeth. 


The author discusses briefly the interesting problem as to 
whether missing teeth were extracted or exfoliated. He 
thinks the auestJon cannot be conclusively answered from 
roentgenograms, but argues that extraction of the teeth "at 
the beginning of infection" (while the teeth were firm) is 
unlikely because the border of the lingual alveolar plate is 
uninjured. 


HISTORY OF THE ARTICULATOR 

R/ A. A. D. Derksen has contributed an extended account of 

the development of the dental articulator in four install- 
ments in Tijdschrift voor Tandheelkunde (63:671-68; 774-785; 
and 860-8 ct., Nov., and Dec. 1956; and 64:18-32 Jan. 1957). 


DENTISTRY IN SWEDEN 

P/ The development of the professional phases of dentistry 
in Sweden are recounted in an article by T. Brandrup-'Jognsen 
entitled "Short history of dentistry in Sweden" (Internat. D. 
J. 6:202-20) June 1956). An abstract appears in Dental 
Abstracts 2:31-32 Jan. 1957. 


DENTAL HISTORY AT SETON HALL COLLEGE 

I/ Dr. Milton B. Asbell, secretary of the A.A.H.D. has been 
appointed to the department of dental history, literature, 
and orientation of Seton Hall College of Medicine and 
Dentistry. 


PROFESSIONAL ORIGINS IN LONDON 

T/ Letters to the British Dental Journal by C. Bowdler Henry 
101:3,9-350 Nov. 20, 1956); Cohen (103.:436-437 Dec. 

18, 1956); and J. Menzies Campbell (102:65 Jen. 15, 1957) are 

concerned with the question as to what was the first dental 

hospital and school in England. 


